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A regular meeting of the Parks and Recreation Commission was called to order at 5:00 
p.m. by Stephen Penner, Vice Chairperson, in the Sierra Room at the Reedley 
Community Center, 100 N. East Avenue, Reedley, CA 93654. 
 
1. ROLL CALL AND INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS 

A. Commissioners Present:  Stephen Penner, Chairperson; Tom Brandt; 
John Kellogg. 

B. Commissioners Absent:  Excused – Pamela Melville, Chairperson 
C. Youth Representatives:  Present – Keiren Arakawa; Amber Carter  
D. Staff Present:  Joel Glick, Community Services Director; Sarah Reid, 

Community Services Superintendent; Denise Phariss, Administrative 
Assistant. 

E. Others Present:  Reedley Lions Club - Bobby & Susan Ikemiya, Robert 
Takacs, Peter Perez; Coach of the Year - Ramon Romero; Christina 
Olvera and daughter.   

 
2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

It was moved by Commissioner Brandt, seconded by Commissioner Kellogg, that 
the minutes of April 28, 2016 be approved.  The motion carried.   

 
3. PUBLIC DISCUSSION – None. 
 
4. ORAL AND WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS 

A. Ramon Romero was introduced as Coach of the Year.  The Commission 
had selected him in a previous meeting, based on several nominations.  
Coach Romero was very appreciative of the award.  He indicated that he 
coaches for us in every sport.  Sarah Reid announced that he was also 
selected by Jr. Giants as their Coach of the Year.   

 
5. NEW BUSINESS 

A. Selection of Dog Park Location – Joel Glick informed the Commission 
that he has located a possible site for a dog park.  There is an area behind 
the basketball court in Mueller Park that would be perfect.  An aerial 
picture was show of the park between the basketball court and proposed 
Community Garden.  The area is 115 x 200 feet.  It is an underutilized 
area of the park.  Glick showed pictures from a couple of dog parks in 
Visalia that showed some of the amenities, signage and fencing.  
Commission comments included the need for the area to be well lit, 
secure (fencing entire dog park area) and contacting the school district 
about the common fence (possibly putting in slats to block the view).  Pete 
Perez, representing Lions Club, introduced himself and indicated that 
Reedley Lions Club is very interested in funding the improvements to 
create a dog park.  They would like to know what amenities are needed 
and approximate cost.  They have funding available and would like for the 
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project to proceed immediately.  Glick offered to arrange for a field trip to 
Visalia and Exeter to some existing dog parks.  Robert Takacs, Reedley 
Lions Club, indicated that he had done some research on dog parks.  He 
reported that they are usually one acre in size.  Asked if there would be a 
small dog area, separate from the big dogs.  Some requirements for 
participants should be:  dogs should wear a collar, double entry gate, ADA 
accessible, who will maintain the area, and should decomposed granite be 
used instead of turf.  Their club is considering servicing the area by 
providing bags to clean up after your pet.  Takacs addressed the issue of 
liability – each owner takes responsibility for liability when they enter the 
dog park area.  Glick reported that the City will continue to maintain the 
park area.  He indicated that although the proposed dog park area isn’t 
one acre, there might be room to expand in the future.  Motion by 
Commissioner Kellogg, seconded by Commissioner Brandt to move 
forward with plans for a dog park in Mueller Park, as proposed.  Motion 
carried.   

B. Recommendation for River city Theatre Company Dress Rehearsal 
for Washington and TL Reed Afterschool Programs – Sarah Reid 
reported that River City Theatre Company added the Wizard of Oz to their 
lineup of productions.  No organization had signed up to attend the dress 
rehearsal for this show.  The City’s After School programs at TL Reed and 
Washington Schools have applied to attend on November 30, 2016.  Reid 
made arrangements with River City to have the After School program 
participants and parents attend.  The Commission agreed that this is a 
deserving group and approved their application unanimously.   

C. Status of Merger of Parks and Recreation Commission and 
Commission on Aging into Community Services Commission – Staff 
will start working on the process to merge these two commissions.  The 
City Attorney will be contacted to understand the step by step process.  
The new Commission will have 7 members.  The Senior Citizen 
Coordinator will start attending the meetings to report on Senior activities.  
Due to the unknown time requirements, it is not known exactly when this 
process will be completed.  The Parks and Recreation Commission will 
continue to meet until the new Commission is formed.  Staff will keep them 
informed of the progress.   

 
6. YOUTH REPRESENTATIVES REPORTS  

A. Keiren Arakawa – Volunteered at the Fiesta Walk Run event.  Suggested 
changing the language in the Youth Representative application that 
indicates “student must attend Reedley High School or Immanuel High 
School”.  Should it also include Reedley Middle College High School?  
This sparked discussion about whether there should be three youth reps 
or still two positions, but open to all high schools in Reedley?  
Commissioner Penner indicated that he likes picking the best of all 
applicants; Commissioner Kellogg indicated he likes the idea of a 
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representative from each school.  Reid suggested bringing the Youth Rep 
Guidelines to the Commission at their next meeting to discuss the idea 
further.   

B. Amber Carter – Volunteered at the Senior (Citizen) Prom and enjoyed it.  
She wants to encourage fellow students at Immanuel to get involved with 
other Sierra View Homes senior activities.  She also volunteered at the 
Fiesta Walk Run registration table and brought two friends to help her.   

 
7. STAFF REPORTS 

A. Joel Glick, Community Services Director – Reported that City Council 
will consider approval on a Recreation Software Grant application in 
December and in January he will take the Airport Emergency Plan.   

B. Sarah Reid, Community Services Superintendent – Updated the 
Commission on upcoming programs and activities.  Fliers were distributed 
on Brazilian Jiu Jitsu (children and adults), Tai Chi (open to adults of all 
ages), Cheer Class, and Tumbling.  She reported that the tumbling 
participation is strong, due to a dynamic young instructor.  Lap Swim 
hours changed this week – 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. until January.  Toys for Tots 
distribution will take place at the Community Center on Thursday, 
December 22nd from 4-6 p.m.  This year’s Rotary Family Dance will be 
held on January 22nd.  The theme this year is “Neon”.  She is working with 
Kiwanis to provide canned food and toys for a few local families.  With 
Sunnyside Bicycles moving out of town, the Recycle a Bicycle program is 
being eliminated.  Half of the remaining bikes will be given away at the 
Toys for Tots event; the other half (not in great shape) were given to a 
local pastor who will have them refurbished and given to those in need.   

 
8. COMMISSIONER COMMENTS – None. 
 
9. ADJOURNMENT 

As there was no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 6:00 
p.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
                                                                                                                                    
Denise Phariss, Administrative Assistant  Stephen Penner, Vice Chairperson 
 
 
                                                                    
Joel Glick, Community Services Director 


